THE CITY CLEANED, 
aND 
COUNTR? IMPROVEN. 


conſiſting of gᷣoo l. of yearly rent, 
which is 50 houſes, at x61. rent. 
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Act 12. Par. I. Sef. 2. Jam. 
an. 1686, intitled, cleaning the 


fſtreet e. 

That the Lords of Council and 
Se ſſion do receive in ſuch propoſals 
as their Lordſtipe ſhall fe to be etlectu- 
al, &c. Cc. &c. 
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the houſe, which will be an office- 
whole family. No. 17, a ſmall hand- 
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corner 
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len, to fill or empty any veſſel, to prevent ſpil 
— No. 18, 19, and 20, two bruthes for the 


carpets, and a batton or red to beat out the duſt. 
The 


yea even to their Servants. 
VI. n Country · farmers round 


The ARGUMENT and CoxTenrs. 


L The Uſefulneſs of the Scheme for the Honour and 
Intereſt of the Ciry. 

I. The pains 
tury paſt, to reſtrain. the of throwing over 
windows, by pains and penalties in the many and often 


— — but have hitherto proven in- 


III. The Errors of ſome Miſtreſſes in biring their 
Maid-fervants. 


windows, and even the very walls and foundations. 
V. The Benefits that will accrue to the Tenants, 


vn. The cafe and of all the Inhabitants, 
the Magiſtrates, and the whole Society of Conttables, 
who are more troubled with this affair than any other 
branch of their buſineſs. 

VIII. Ten or a dozen of Objections obviate, which 
we frequently meet with from Perſans who endeavour 


to excuſe themſelves, in order to procure, in reaſon- 


able terms, theit voluntary Subſcriptions and Comply 
Neighbours. 


ance with their other 
And, laftly, The fandry Articles of the 
to be ſubſcribed or agreed to by 
prietors, the ſituation of whoſe houſes in the Cuy re> 
quire the fame to be done. 
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taken by the Magiſtrates for a Cen- 


IV. The Benefit that will redound to the Landlords, 
whether Poſſeſſors or not, in preſerving their roofs, 


the Poſſeſſors and Pro 
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that 
work, and bave ſo done for Sundry years bygone, is there 
one inſtance or complaint that way, but on the contrary, eve- 
ry thing carefully returned that has been inadvertently caſt out 
in the foul water, or amongſt the Aſhes. 

Objection 4. That the men working fo early in the 
ings is diſturbing to the Families reſt and raiſing up the 
Servants too eariy. The ing 1 beſt tim 


Objeftion 5. That ſome ſay they imploy a particular 
of their own chooiing for their own uſe this way, and fo refuſe 
in the General Scheme. [| 


is di 
unreaſonable, when they reap the bene- 


of tuwn in Summer or 
bent on them to pay as others do. 
It is anſwered, for fuch time as the men have no accek, 


 Objeftion 7. Some again object, That they have no room 
in their houſe for Setting the two Veſſels propoſed. 
It is anſwered, If we keep houſe at 


L 


„1277 


. 


* 


vel 
em. 
1 
eſſe! 

fot 


 mixt together. 


„Fre F $7 


i PR AFFF 


perſed 2 reflection of the want of public ones, and yea even 
be more commodious and conven ent thu” not to ſuperſede ſome 
public ones too. 

Objeftion 8. That the keeping any ſuch thing in the houſe 
for any time is offenſive for the Smell. It is anſwered, That 
the principal reaſon for having two Veſſels is, that the groſ and 
bad ſmell d things may be kept ſeparate, for they muit not be 
So the foul water, which is the greateſt quan- 
tity in any family, will have no bad ſmell, being removed e- 
very day, and the other is to be covered always with houſe 
ſweepings, dry duſt or aſhes, which is always at hand, and 
ſo can have no offenfive ſmell. The very houfehold Cat teach- 
es us this piece of natural Philoſaphy, in her ſcraping for dry 
duſt to cover her dung, and there is no better, or more ready 
way, to overcome and ſuppreſs an ill ſmell than this is. Yea 
it has the ity of a Divine command, and a precedent 
from the practice of the Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs, for keep- 
0 clean tho more in number than our 

ty. 

Objeftion q. Some again propoſe, That a General tax be 
hid on all the houſes in the City according to their reats, that 
all may pay without exemption equally. 

It is anſwered, Theſe do not conitzder, That perhaps not 
one Fourth of the City will be liable in any thing, far Iefs in 
an equality, or without any exemption, ſuch as Writing- 
chambers, publick offices where no Families are refilizg, 
Workhouſes, Shops, Cellers, Coffechouſes, ſome Publick- 
houſes, laigh houſes off and one with the ground, on the fore- 
ſtreet, Cowgate, Wynds, Cloſes &c. and a great many hunies, 
Inns, Stables, &c. in the Graſs Market and Cannongate, and 
obſcure in the City, houſes within incloſers and gardens, 
ſuch as the Lord Minto's, Mr Lockhart's and others, and 
houſes poſſeſt by one family from top to bettom. Theſe are 
under no fuch obligation, as thoſe who inhabit large high and 

gulous Tenements, in frequented Streets. Yet ſome of 
thote, when they fee the bencñt they may partake in being 
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taker, to execute theſe propoſals, his ſummoning and execu- 


tions be valid and ſufficient, before the or Dean 
the con- 

put in ex ecu- 
IV. That thoſe who refuſe, or ſaid veſ- 


ſels ſor their houſe, that the ſame a 
their charges, and ſeen placed in the bouſe, and a 
granted by the faid court of neighbourhood, for p 
thereof; and, on refuſal, to poind and appriſe, as 
ot parliament authorizes and orvains, or as their 
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greement hereto Imports. 

V. That theſe men called the high 
them from the low ſcavengers or rakers, are not allowed to do 
any other work throughout the day, fuch as carrying clean 
water, coals or other burdens, or going errands out of their 
bounds, but wait upon it all day, and not to be found out of 
it any of the ordinary working hours; ſeeing they receive full 
days wages they mutt work the whole day, and when not car- 
rying down they muſt clean the ſtairs, remove the diſperſed 
ſtones, and other nuſances, at the direction of the Overſeer. 

VI. That no workmen, porters or others, do preſume to 
let, hinder, or moleſt theſe men. in any part of their work in 
their reſpeRive bounds, on account of any brotherhood, box, 
badge, ſociety, or corporation whatſomever. 

VII. That, in cafe a tranſgreſſion ſhall happen in a family, 
ho imploy and pay the taid high fcavengers, then the ſervants 
ae to be hable for the fine, and e c:omra, when in a family who 
do rot imploy cr pay, then the Matter or Miftreis is liable, 
an they take rec::urfe of the fervants as they fha!l think tit, 

V BHI. That cenfidering the fmall effects the acts of council 
infictirg pains and penaitics have had, to obtain a chearful 
o:ed:ence from ſervants, we now, after the examp'e of cur 
worthy patriots the Evinburgh Society tur enchuraging virtue, 
do propute ſmali premiums ta the fervants, who fl al! = 
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moſt ready obedience, in obſerving 


bo fo dion — for — way, which uſed to be all 
loft among the foul water. 

IX. And laſtly, in regard the firſt thing to be done before 
the work can be begun, is furniihing the veſſels and utenſils 
neceſſary for the work, ſuch as two large fays, and ſting with 
their iron work wherewith the men work without doors, which 
ſhillings, a ſmall wheel carriage forthe 
aſhes, &c. about twenty ſhillings, and about a dozen of pair 
of the ſaid veſſels that ſtrand conſtantly in the houſe, ready 


0 ing begin on another 
LR. And though all this be paid by the fami- 
lies at firſt, and but once for all, yet it is but done in the 
courſe of the work in the firſt quarter of a year, or perhaps the 
ſecond or third, until the propoſed meeting of the neighbour- 
hood be conſtitute, to proportion and order every thing as faid 
is ; ſo ſome muſt be found to advance fome little money for 
that purpoſe, till it be repaid as aboveſaid, in the courſe of the 
work, and fo it may be circulate in ſetting up the next bounds, 
and ſo ſorth, till extended through the whole city, and ſub- 
urbs alſo. And this being the firſt thing to be done, as foon 
as the ſubſcriptions and agreement for the firſt bour ds is 
obtained. 

X. That theſe veſſels be mae at Robert Bull's factory, as 
cheap and eaſy as can be, and made offer of to thoſe who 
want them, that there may be no excuſe, off-putting or de 
hay in in the beginning, and chat Mr Bull be paid for them upon 
ba delivery of them to the Undertzker, to place them in the 
houſes, and they pay four them according to Mr Bull's account; 
and thofe who fo advance the money. which will not exceed 
ſeven or eight pounds, wiil be repaid it in the courſe of the 
work when all is ſettled, and the collection is made for the 
men's wages at the commencement of the firſt or fecond 
quarter, and fo proceed to the next bounds, until it obtain u- 
niverſally through the city. 
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